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THE FIRST COMMANDER 

OF 

KENT ISLAND. 



IN the month of December, 1636, appeared on 
Kent Island, a person, whose arrival occasioned 
no little stir among the members of Claiborne's 
settlement and who was destined to exercise an 
important influence over the fortunes of those with 
whom he thus became associated. 

The new-comer, to whom I allude, was George 
EvELiN, the eldest son, if I am rightly informed, 
of Robert Evelin, of Godstone, in England. His 
uncle, Capt. William Young, had been or was 
then engaged in a trading enterprise in the Dela- 
ware, (then generally known as the Charles river,) 
and had built a fort, or trading house, at Eriwo- 
meek, on the north side of the river, for the pur- 
pose of organizing a traffic with the natives of 
that region. He was accompanied by his nephew, 
Robert Evelin, a brother of George, and probably 
by a sufficient company to protect him from the 
assaults of the surrounding tribes ; but his under- 
taking was not prosperous, and after a fair trial, 
was relinquished. 
2 



Whether George Evelin was associated with his 
uncle and brother in this enterprise, we do not 
know; — all that we can assert is, that either as 
a casual visitor, or, more probably, as an agent 
of Clobery & Company, Claiborne's partners in 
England, he made his appearance on Kent, and 
attached himself to the settlement on Kent Point. 

The Kent Islanders, notwithstanding their colli- 
sions with the Marylanders, about eighteen months 
before, in which the lives of some of their best 
members were lost, and their vessels and goods 
taken from them, had, through the energy and 
influence of Capt. Claiborne, been kept together, 
and to some extent furnished with proper sup- 
plies for sustenance, trade, and self-protection ; 
and had, in the face of Governor Calvert and the 
people of St. Mary's, continued their traflSc with 
the natives, in the Bay and its tributaries, and 
even in the Potomac river itself. Not an article, 
however, during that whole period, was received 
from the partners in England, nor did they give 
the slightest intimation that they were aware of 
the existence of the settlement, or felt the least 
interest in the progress or results of the enter- 
prise, which Claiborne had, thus far, so manfully 
sustained. Ship after ship arrived in Virginia, 
by each one of which he was confident he should 
receive advices and supplies from his partners, 
a confidence cherished only to be disappointed; 



and after fruitless delay, he was obliged, with re- 
newed sacrifices and at greatly increased expense, 
to obtain those articles, which were absolutely 
necessary for the comfort and preservation of the 
settlers and the successful prosecution of their 
trade. It is quite probable that this neglect on 
the part of Clobery & Company, entailing a great 
increase of expenditure upon Claiborne, together 
with the opposition and competition of the Mary- 
landers, so far consumed the profits, that Claiborne 
could make little or no returns; and that they, 
doubting whether any thing could ever be real- 
ized from the concern, were discouraged from mak- 
ing further efforts to aid or sustain it. 

Things were in this condition, when George 
Evelin appeared on the Island. The minds of 
the people were still excited by jealousy of Lord 
Baltimore's settlement, and the question of the 
comparative strength of Claiborne's commission 
backed by letters of the King, and Lord Balti- 
more's patent, was often under discussion. Eve- 
lin, from the first, took the view of the subject 
naturally popular on the Island. He took pains 
positively to deny the right of jurisdiction of the 
Marylanders over the plantation on Kent, and 
their claim to exclusive trade in the Bay, and 
asserted that the commission given to Claiborne, 
and his Majesty's subsequent letter of confirma- 
tion against the claim of Lord Baltimore and his 



agents, were of sufficient strength to withstand 
the Maryland patent. Not content with this, he 
even resorted to disparaging references to Leonard 
Calvert, and his family. ''Who was his grand- 
father," asked he, "but a grazier?" "What was 
his father?" "What was Leonard Calvert him- 
self, at school, but a dunce and a blockhead ; and 
now, has it come to this, that such a fellow should 
be governor of a province, and assume such lordly 
airs?" By such zealous and apparently sincere 
declarations, and by a shrewd and time-serving 
policy, Evelin soon won the confidence of the peo- 
ple, and probably of Claiborne himself, and w^as 
regarded as one of the bitterest opponents of 
Grovernor Calvert and his measures, and one of 
the most strenuous supporters of Claiborne and 
Clobery's claims to the possession of Kent Island 
and to unrestricted trade. 

But the hypocrite and traitor was soon to shew 
himself in his true colors. In the month of Feb- 
ruary, 1637, arrived in Tirginia from England, the 
ship Sara and Elizabeth, on board of which was 
a supply of servants and goods destined for Kent 
Island, and shipped by Clobery & Company, of Lon- 
don. These were taken up to the Island i. a pin- 
nace belonging to one John Goodfellow, of Virginia; 
but, instead of being consigned to Claiborne, as he 
and all expected, both goods and servants were 
claimed by Evelin as a special consignment to 



him, and the fact proved by the proper bills of 
lading and other documents. Claiborne heard the 
assertion, apparently unmoved ; and when ap- 
pealed to by Evelin for advice and assistance in 
the disposal of the goods and the employment 
of the servants, — ^in both of which his experience 
had been so much more extensive than Evelin's, — 
promptly and courteously complied with his re- 
quest. 

Scarcely were the servants housed and the goods 
in store, when Evelin began to act for himself, and 
to carry out the plan, which in all probability had 
long before been conceived. On the very day when 
the goods were landed, he placed on board the pin- 
nace Elizabeth a quantity of trading cloth and sev- 
eral axes, and left for the Potomac river, ostensibly 
for the i)urpose of trading with the natives. 

With this supply of servants and goods, came 
also a letter of instructions, and a power of attorney 
from Clobery & Company, requesting Claiborne to 
assign to Evelin the control of the * settlement, ser- 
vants, goods and all property belonging to the joint 
stock, and to come to England for the purpose of 
exj)laining his proceedings and adjusting accounts, 
— firs^ making out, and exchanging with Evelin an 
accurate inventory of all the property transferred, 
and receiving from him a bond for the safe keeping 
of the Company's property, and the faithful man- 
agement of its affairs. Claiborne, not unwilling to 
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change the scene of his labors, and anxious to vin- 
dicate in person to his partners and his sovereign 
his own conduct, as well as to represent in its true 
light that of his opponents, allowed Evelin, without 
opposition or remonstrance, to assume the direction 
of affairs, and commenced his preparations for a 
voyage to England. 

Claiborne's arrangements were completed by the 
middle of May; but, in the meantime, a close obser- 
vation of Evelin's movements, had led him to dis- 
trust his intentions, and to suspect that his profes- 
sions of good-will were hollow and deceitful ; that he 
was no friend to him or to the settlement, and that 
he was disposed to recognize the claims of Governor 
Calvert, if not already negotiating with him for the 
surrender of the Island to his jurisdictioxi. 

Deprived of the command and of all control by 
the action of his partners, Claiborne could do but 
little. Still, he determined to make one effort to 
preserve the Island and forestall the aims of Eve- 
lin, and on the 18th of May, a few days before his 
departure, called a meeting of the freemen and ser- 
vants on the Island. In their presence, he proposed 
to Evelin, that, if he would give him for the use of 
Clobery & Company, a bond of £3000, not to alien- 
ate or sell the Island or any part of it to the Mary- 
landers or others, and not to remove or carry away 
any of the servants from the plantation, he would 
deliver over to him all the goods, servants and 



property on the Island belonging to Clobery & Com- 
pany, according to an inventory made by himself 
and Evelin according to instructions, of which each 
had a copy. Evelin refused to give any such instru- 
ment ; upon which, Claiborne declared that for his 
own part, and so far as he had any interest in the 
concern or control over its affairs, he would assign 
no part of the plantation or property to him. Eve- 
lin sneeringly replied, that he wanted no assignment 
from Claiborne, and would have possession of the 
property, which even now was under his exclusive 
control, whether he was willing or not ; and if no 
other means would serve, the law would very soon 
make him master of the whole, to direct and dispose 
of as he pleased. As to Claiborne, he roughly in- 
sinuated, he had now nothing to do with the con- 
cern and no authority to dictate to him. Finding 
his effort ineffectual, Claiborne soon after departed 
from the Island on which he had seen so many 
vicissitudes, and which was endeared to him by 
the very struggles and sacrifices he had been 
obliged to make in order to defend and retain 
it, and went down the Bay, towards the ship, 
which was to bear him to his native land. 

Before sailing, he had another interview with 
Evelin, on board the pinnace Elizabeth, in which 
he demanded that Evelin, conjointly with himself, 
should sign and exchange the inventories of the 
Company's estate, and again urged him to give 
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bond for the proper use and preservation of the 
property, as was enjoined in the instructions of 
Clobery & Company, but neither of these could 
he be persuaded to do. Abandoning all further 
efforts, Claiborne left affairs to their course, and 
sailed for England. 

No sooner was the vessel well out of sight, than 
Evelin proceeded to Kecoughtan, and adding to 
his treachery the meanness of slander, reported that 
Claiborne had absconded in a pinnace belonging to 
one Captain Gaynes ; and exhibiting the power of 
attorney from Clobery & Company, declared that it 
had been prepared with the express object of remov- 
ing Claiborne from the superintendence of the Com- 
pany's affairs, and transferring to himself all the 
property belonging to them, either in Kent Island 
or Virginia. 

On the strength of this instrument and Evelin's 
representations, Captain Hook, a member of the 
council of Virginia, and commander of the fort at 
Kecoughtan, decided that Evelin was entitled to 
possession of all the pinnaces, boats, and other 
property, formerly held by Captain Claiborne for 
the Company, which might be found within that 
jurisdiction, ,0n the strength of this decision, 
Evelin at once made seizure of the pinnace Eli- 
zabeth, the property of the Company, then lying 
at Kecoughtan with a valuable cargo on board; 
but, to make assurance doubly sure, he obtained 
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a warrant from Captain Hook, ordering the com- 
mander of the pinnace with all her lading to James 
city, to which place he repaired, and laying his 
power of attorney from Clobery & Company before 
the Governor and Council, petitioned for a warrant, 
under their authority for the seizure and disposal 
according to his best judgment, of all goods, and 
boats in that colony, belonging to Clobery & Com- 
pany, or to Claiborne. This was granted ; and he 
now felt assured that he could pursue his designs 
unobstructed. Still, feeling somewhat distrustful of 
Captain John Boteler, the master of the pinnace, 
he induced the Grovernor and Council to require a 
bond from him, that he would in no way interfere 
with or oppose Evelin's future proceedings relative 
to the Isle of Kent, and the property of the Com- 
pany there and elsewhere. This obtained, he sold to 
various parties in Virginia, the cargo of the Eliza- 
beth, consisting principally of corn and tobacco, 
valued at four hundred pounds sterling, and grati- 
fied with the success of his operations thus far, 

departed for Kent Island, to continue there the 
development of his sinister and treacherous plans. 

There, on his arrival, he made formal and public 

proclamation of the letter of attorney transmitted to 

him by Clobery & Company, by virtue of which he 

took possession and assumed the sole control of ''all 

the plantations, houses, goods, mills, servants and 

whatsoever else belonged to Clobery & Company " 

3 
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on the Island. No opposition was made to his pro- 
ceedings, even by Claiborne's staunchest friends. 
By this measure, the various plantations laid out 
by the freemen and others, were subjected to his 
supervision; the servants, thirty-six in number, 
were placed under his orders ; the mills, one of 
which was completed and two were unfinished, 
were to be kept going or to be completed, the 
manufacture of pipe-staves was to be prosecuted, 
the inhabitants were to be kept supplied with pro- 
visions, and the manifold details of the trading 
operations were to be attended to, from which 
the means of subsistence and the profits of the 
enterprize were mostly to be derived. Had he 
devoted himself to the discharge of his duties of 
supervision and control with the same zeal and 
fidelity that had been shewn by Claiborne, he 
would have found his powers taxed to the utter- 
most, and the settlement could not but have 
flourished, and proved profitable to its projec- 
tors. But Evelin had other and far different 
aims, which would not be promoted by tying 
himself down to a personal supervision of the 
business on the Island. Accordingly, he ap- 
pointed John Walker, overseer of the settlement, 
and John Sturman, Jr., keeper of the books; set 
John Sturman, Sr., and Thomas Keyme, coopers, 
to work at making pipe-staves, assisted by Howell 
Morgan, Thos. White, John Sturman, Roger Bax- 
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ter, William Porter, Samuel Scovell and Matthew 
Roy den, servants ; and made Robert Turtle, a 
millwright, superintendent of the mill, which was 
adapted for grinding corn. Turtle was soon after 
superseded by William Porter, who was withdrawn 
from his work on pipe-staves, to act as miller in 
his place ; and he, in company with Philip West, 
John Hobson and William Williamson, was em- 
ployed in the erection of a new mill. 

From this latter arrangement, it might have 
been inferred, that he anticipated so large an 
increase of trade, and such copious supplies of 
corn, under his own management, as to render 
additional means for preparing meal necessary ; 
but the sequel proved that this was by no means 
the case. At what time, or in what manner his 
negotiations with the Governor of Maryland first 
commenced, cannot now be ascertained; but cer- 
tain it is, that by this time, he had fully made up 
his mind that St. Mary's was a more eligible place 
for a residence, and presented more inducements 
for a trader than Kent Island, which was isolated, 
exposed to the savages, and unhealthy; and that 
his chance of honor and profit would be much 
greater as a member of the colony, than as over- 
seer of a settlement, which had to struggle against 
the neglect of its projectors, the hostility of the 
savage, and the opposition of Lord Baltimore and 
his friends. 
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He opened, therefore, intercourse with the people 
of St. Mary's, and zealously devoted himself to 
a study of the charter of Maryland, in order to 
ascertain whether the strong assertions he had 
ventured to make, on .his first arrival at Kent 
Island, as to the strength of Claiborne's claim, 
as against that of Lord Baltimore, were well 
founded. He discovered, too, that youthful im- 
pressions are not always to be relied on ; that, 
whatever might have been the stupidity and 
^Awkwardness of Leonard Calvert, when a boy, 
the schooling of the world and the struggle of 
life had marvellously sharpened his wits and 
polished his manners ; so that he never could 
have detected in the shrewd, thoughtful, firm 
and courteous Governor of Maryland, the dull, 
backward, clumsy school-boy of his younger days. 

The result of his intercourse with the Mary- 
landers, and of his study of the relative positions 
and prospects of the two establishments, was a con- 
viction that Kent Island could not stand against 
St. Mary's ; and a determination to unite his for- 
tune with the latter, and to effect a reduction of 
the Island under the jurisdiction of the Maryland 
government, as soon as it could safely be done. 
Whether any reward was offered to him in pros- 
pective, cannot be ascertained; all that we know 
is, that, in the course of his proceedings he became 
proprietor of a lordly manor an& was the means 
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of accomplishing the reduction of Kent, of which, 
even before it was actually accomplished, he was 
made commander, by a commission from the Gov- 
ernor of Maryland. 

His first step, after his course had been decided 
on, was to secure the good will and influence of 
several of the most popular among the servants on 
the Island, by giving them their freedom, or setting 
them free before the expiration of their period of 
service, or transferring them to other hands, on the 
payment of a moderate amount, in tobacco, almost 
the sole currency of that period. Original Brown 
received a full discharge from service; Thomas 
Audley and John Scarbrough were transferred to 
Sergeant Hugh Heyward for six hundred pounds 
of tobacco a year; Edmund Parry was released 
from his indentures for three hundred, and John 
Walker, for four hundred pounds of tobacco, yearly ; 
and Vincent Mansfield's remaining time of service 
was transferred to Nicholas Wright, for two hun- 
dred pounds of the same currency. 

Having prepared the way, he now openly avowed 
his preference of Maryland to Kent Island, as a 
place of residence, and his determination to take 
up a tract and settle there; and made frequent 
visits to St. Mary's professedly with the object of 
entering into negotiations for obtaining a grant of 
land from the Governor. It is probable that this 
did form one topic of discussion between him and 
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Leonard Calvert, but by no means the only one. 
Evelin's mind had now become absorbed with the 
idea of obtaining a large tract near St. Mary's, and 
making himself a prominent member of the new 
colony, and no service that he could render was 
more likely to give him eclat or win for him the 
substantial gratitude of the Lord Proprietary, than 
the reduction of the settlement, which from the 
beginning had been a stumbling-block in the way 
of his colony, quietly to the jurisdiction of his 
brother. This, he felt confident he could accom- 
plish. Calvert, however, was far less eager upon 
the subject than Evelin. He was willing, and 
rather preferred, to await the result of Captain 
Claiborne's visit to England, choosing rather to 
act upon instructions flowing from decisions made 
after a full investigation of the case by the higher 
authorities in London, than to adopt a course, 
which, with the King's known prepossessions in 
favor of Claiborne, might place him in a false posi- 
tion and subject the colony and himself to serious 
embarrassment. There was no hindrance, however, 
thrown in the way of Evelin's becoming a member 
of the colony; and on one of the visits which he 
made to St. Mary's, not long after the departure of 
Claiborne, the terms of the contract were settled ; 
and he, who had left Kent Island on one day as 
plain Mr., or at the highest. Captain Evelin, with- 
out an acre to his name, returned on the next, the 
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proprietor of broad lands and '^ Lord of the Manor 
of Evelintony 

Now, that his interests were so closely identified 
with those of tlie Maryland colony, his attention to 
his duties as the agent of Clobery & Company, to 
the business- of the settlement, and the wants of the 
servants and people, diminished day by day, while 
his anxiety to improve his manorial grounds, and 
to gain credit in the eyes of the Marylanders, by 
bringing Kent Island under their jurisdiction, visi- 
bly increased. The goods which had been entrusted 
to him for the purpose of maintaining the trade of 
the Island with the Indians, were diverted from 
their proper purpose. A part were sold to such 
inhabitants of the Island as were willing to pur- 
chase them, others were, sent to James River, and 
sold to the Virginians ; a portion was placed in the 
possession of his brother Mountjoy, who was placed 
with the chief of the Patomecks, to trade and learn 
the Indian language, and such articles as would 
prove saleable in St. Mary's or available in " set- 
ting up" his plantation, were without scruple trans- 
ferred to Maryland. Nor did he content himself 
with articles of merchandise. Articles of house- 
hold use, that had been left by Claiborne, and even 
the ornamental and fruit trees from the garden and 
orchard that had been tastefully laid out by him, 
adjoining his former place of residence were with- 
out scruple transported to Evelinton, to furnish out 
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the new establishment of the Lord of the Manor, 
and ornament and improve his newly planned 
grounds. Finally, a supply of servants was want- 
ing, to enable him to keep up the dignity of his 
new position, and to cultivate a portion of the ter- 
ritory of which he had become the proprietor; and 
John Ayscue, Edward Deering, Andrew Baker, 
Thomas Baker, William Williamson and wife, 
John Hatch, Philip West, John Dandy, and John 
Hobson, servants, indented to Clobery & Company, 
to serve them for a term of years on Kent Island, 
were withdrawn from their occupations there as 
carpenters and field hands, carried to Maryland, 
and employed in erecting buildings, cultivating 
the soil, and other labor on the Manor of Eve- 
linton. 

The effect of these proceedings upon the set- 
tlement upon Kent was paralyzing and ruinous. 
Nearly one-half of the effective laboring force on 
the Island, was lost to the, service of the proprie- 
tors, by being freed from their indentures, trans- 
ferred to other employers, or transported to Mary- 
land for his own benefit ; the greater part of the 
goods belonging to the joint stock had been sold 
on the Island or distributed for sale in Virginia 
and Maryland, there was no trade, since there was 
no merchandise with w^hich to obtain corn or furs 
from the natives, or, if there was, Evelin would 
not allow it to be used for that purpose ; he who 
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had been appointed in Claiborne's place to super- 
intend affairs and carry on the usual traffic, was 
absorbed in his Maryland business and neglected 
the settlement, or thought of it only to consider 
how it might be most readily annexed to the 
Maryland government, and thus his care of it 
and his responsibility to Clobery & Company, 
taken off his hands. 

As a natural consequence of his mismanage- 
ment and neglect, the affairs of the settlement not 
only fell into confusion, but the people began to 
feel the want of corn, which they did not raise in 
quantities sufficient for their own supply,* and of 
other provisions, so that they were at times on the 
point of starvation. Yet, while he was refusing 
to use the merchandise in his hands to barter 
wi^th the Indians for corn, or to place it in the 
haids of the people of Kent, for that purpose, he 
did not scruple to sell to Governor Calvert, for 
beaver and gunpowder, pieces of Dutch trading- 
cloth and other goods, with which Calvert went 
among the Susquehanocks and obtained a good 
supply of corn for his colony. Urged by the people, 
and having deprived himself of the greater part of 
his means for obtaining supplies from the natives, 
he did at last ask of the Governor a share of the 
proceeds of his trade, which was unceremoniously 
refused. He then placed in the hands of Thomas 
Smith, who had the charge of Claiborne's advanced 
4 
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trading-post on Palmer's Island in the mouth of 
the Susquehannah, fifty or sixty yards of damaged 
Dutch cloth, a few axes and other articles, with 
directions to deliver the corn he might obtain in 
exchange, at the mill. Smith promptly obeyed, and 
soon delivered to Robert Turtle, the miller, forty 
bushels of corn ; but scarcely had the supply been 
ground, when an order came from Evelin for fifty 
bushels of meal, which, instead of distributing to 
relieve the wants of the people on the Island, he 
sent to Maryland, where also a great scarcity of this 
essential article of food prevailed. Remonstrances 
and appeals from the inhabitants were of no effect ; 
his only answer to their complaints was, "that they 
must get oysters, and shift for themselves ; he had 
neither meat nor corn for them, and knew not 
where to get any." 

There must have been great suffering, if not an 
actual famine upon the Island, had not some of 
Claiborne's friends stood by his people in their 
extremity. By the efforts of Thomas Smith and 
Mrs. Gertrude James, both devoted friends of 
Claiborne, supplies of corn were, from time to 
time, brought to the Island, and the people kept 
comfortably, though not abundantly, supplied with 
provisions. 

While thus neglectful of the Company's busi- 
ness, and indifferent to the comfort of those he was 
bound to supply with provision and work, Evelin 



21 



was not sparing of efforts to bring the people 
over to . his opinion in favor of the Maryland 
Government, and to induce them by their own 
act, to surrender the Island to Governor Calvert. 
Finding his arguments failed to make an impres- 
sion, he endeavored to sow discord and spread 
discontent among the servants; but many, if not 
most of them, were Claiborne's friends and fellow 
colonists, having been hired by him in Virginia, 
and could not be easily induced to turn traitors 
to one who had ever proyed himself their friend, 
whose energy and fairness had commanded their 
respect, and whose courteous manners had won 
their esteem. 

Impatient and vexed by his ill success, Evelin 
again went over to St. Mary's; and representing 
the impossibility of inducing the Kent Islanders 
quietly, and of their own accord to submit to his 
government, urged Governor Calvert to try the 
effect of force. Calvert was extremely adverse to 
the adoption of violent measures, and declined to 
resort to these, until at least one more effort had 
been made. It was agreed therefore, that regard- 
ing Kent Island as a dependency upon Maryland, 
Captain Evelin should receive a commission from 
Governor Calvert as commander of the Island ; 
and in this capacity, and accompanied by a com- 
missioner from Maryland, bearing with him the 
charter of the colony, he should visit the Island, 
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assemble the people, and make a final appeal to 
them, attempting to shew them the equity of 
Lord Baltimore's claim to the Island, the weak- 
ness of ^Claiborne's, and the reasons why it would 
be vastly more for their interests, in every point 
of view, to submit to Lord Baltimore and live 
under the charter and laM^s of Maryland, than 
to adhere to Claiborne, and be subjected to the 
restrictive laws of Virginia. 

The commission was duly drawn ; and in the 
month of November, 1637, " The first commander 
of Kent Island,^^ accompanied by Mr. Zachary 
Mottershead of St. Mary's, bearing the charter 
of Maryland, landed on the Island to promul- 
gate his appointment, and try the effect of his 
new authority. By virtue of his commission, he 
summoned all the freemen and inhabitants upon 
the Island to meet him at the fort, and there the 
sturdy population assembled, to learn what this 
new mission portended. 

Evelin began by proposing that the charter of 
Maryland, brought over for the purpose by Mr. 
Mottershead, should be read, so that the people 
might hear and understand its provisions; but 
there was no manifestation of willingness or a 
desire to listen on their part. " Do you stand 
and act here as an agent of Clobery & Company, 
or of the Marylanders ? " demanded Mr. John 
Boteler, a friend of Claiborne, and highly respected 
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on the Island. " For both ; " was Evelin's reply. 
He then went on to address those assembled, 
acknowledging, in the first place, that he had 
formerly spoken against the Marj^land patent, 
and in favor of Captain Claiborne's commission 
as strong enough to resist it, and that he had 
expressed the opinion in that place and to most 
of his hearers, that the Marylanders had nothing 
to do with the Island of Kent. It might there- 
fore seem strange that one who had so violently 
opposed the claims of the Marylanders, should 
now appear acting under a commission from 
them, and endeavoring to overthrow the preten- 
sions of those, whose rights he had at first so 
strongly asserted. His justification for this ap- 
parent inconsistency, was the fact that he had 
not then seen the Maryland charter ; that he was 
mistaken as to its provisions as well as in regard 
to the extent and nature of Captain Claiborne's 
authority; but, having since carefully examined 
and studied the nature of the grants conceded to 
both, he had changed his opinion, as he believed 
they would do, if they would only consent to make 
a similar investigation. 

He then endeavored to show the folly and danger 
of continuing their opposition to the Governor of 
Maryland; asserting that he had abundant power, 
if he chose to employ it, to compel them to obe- 
dience ; and if he had not, the Governor of Vir- 
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ginia, who had recently returned from England, 
and brought positive orders from the King, that 
the Island should be under the government of 
Maryland, was ready to render him assistance, 
if they would not consent quietly to tender their 
submission. As for himself, with his present con- 
victions, he could not countenance further oppo- 
sition, but must concede the right of Governor 
Calvert to use force to obtain his rights, if remon- 
strance and negotiation were of no avail. 

"But," continued he, "why should he be com- 
pelled to violence? Your present situation, your 
future prospects, the comparative advantages 
offered by the rich soil of St. Mary's and this 
low marshy Island — ^by the laws of Maryland 
and those of Virginia, ought to offer sufficient 
inducements to men who pay the least regard to 
their own comfort or interest. Why should you 
sacrifice yourselves to the pretended claims of Clai- 
borne and his partners ? Every consideration is in 
favor of submission. Even if you remain on the 
Island, it will be infinitely better for you to live 
under the rule of Lord Baltimore's Governor, than 
under his Majesty's Governor of Virginia. By his 
Lordship's charter, you may carry your tobacco, 
your pipe-staves, and your other commodities into 
what countries you please; an advantage, which 
as subjects of Virginia, you cannot enjoy. As 
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Marylanders, you may profit by the high prices 
of tobacco in Holland and in Spain, but as Vir- 
ginians, your only market must be the mother 
country, depressed as it often is by competition 
and over-supplies." 

After bringing forward all the arguments he 
could adduce, in favor of Lord Baltimore's char- 
ter, and presenting all the inducements he could 
imagine for his hearers to submit to it, he pro- 
ceeded to discuss Capt. Claiborne's right to the 
Island and to trade; and insisted that his com- 
mission was intended for Nova Scotia and other 
places in and near New England, but conferred 
no authority to trade in the Bay of Virginia or 
Maryland. Claiborne, therefore, had nothing to 
do there; but even if he had, his commission 
was weak and defective, and could not be com- 
pared to the charter of Maryland for the extent 
and value of the privileges definitely bestowed on 
those who should become settlers under it. Fur- 
thermore, he maintained, that even by the terms 
of the power of attorney granted him by Clobery & 
Company, he was but acting in furtherance of their 
interests in requiring their submission, and in proof 
of his assertion, ordered that the document should 
be read. Here, again, Mr. Boteler stepped forward, 
and replied ; " What needs that, Captain Evelin ? 
Nobody doth interrupt or hinder you in the mer- 
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chant's business. You have done already, and 
may do what you please, in that respect; none 
of us will meddle therewith." 

This assurance of submission to his authority 
and directions, so far as his connection with the 
business matters of the settlement was concerned, 
was reiterated by the freemen and servants pres- 
ent ; but all his eloquence failed to persuade them 
of the superior rights of Lord Baltimore, and his 
strong appeals to their self-interest, seemed only 
to confirm them in their determination to stand by 
their old friend Claiborne, and to remain under the 
government of Virginia. Convinced at last, that 
further argument or appeal was useless, Evelin left 
the Island, determined, if he had any influence 
with Governor Calvert, that the use of stringent 
measures should no longer be deferred. 

Having detailed to Governor Calvert the par- 
ticulars and the ill-success of his mission, he again 
urged the immediate organization of an armed 
expedition, for the reduction of the Island. But 
Calvert was as cool and calculating, as Evelin 
was hot-tempered and impulsive. Violent and 
hasty measures did not please him. Time and 
the action on the other side of the water, he was 
inclined to think, would bring the whol^ matter 
right. He was in favor of waiting for news from 
England, that the result of Captain Claiborne's 
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mission might be known. But Evelin was not 
disposed to wait. He busied himself in exciting 
the feelings of the inhabitants of St. Mary's ; 
applauded those ready for action, stimulated the 
lukewarm, and interested the indifferent by the 
promise of rich pillage on the Island, pledging 
himself in some instances to pay parties, whose 
excuse was that they could not afford to lose their 
earnings for the time of service, one hundred 
pounds of tobacco per week, on condition that he 
should receive their share of the spoils — and this 
he actually did. The art of manufacturing public 
opinion, was, it seems, understood and practised, 
even in the earlier days of our colony ; and Gov- 
ernor Calvert w^as soon made to feel the " pressure 
from without," created by Evelin's intercourse with 
the people. Wearied with his importunities, and 
persuaded that the inhabitants would sustain him, 
Calvert finally consented to lead an expedition 
against the Island, saying as he gave his assent, 
that he should have preferred to wait somewhat 
longer, but Evelin had become so importunate 
that he would not let him sleep in his bed, and 
he was determined to settle the troublesome affair, 
by collecting a force and proceeding with it to the 
Island. 

About forty men were assembled and armed, and 
left St. Mary's in boats, on a cold day in the month 
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of December, 1637. At that inclement season, in 
particular, the Kent Islanders would have little 
expectation of an attack, though it does not appear, 
that at any time, apprehension was entertained 
that an armed force would come against them. 
Capt. Evelin either accompanied the expedition, 
or met them on the shore, which they reached 
at night, and guided them to the fort that fell 
into their possession, without resistance. The next 
morning, the astonished people found their strong- 
hold in the hands of their rivals, themselves over- 
awed by an armed force, their Island declared of 
right and by conquest a dependency of the govern- 
ment of Maryland, and the jurisdiction of Clai- 
borne and his partners under the government of 

Virginia at an end. 

« 

Resistance was evidently useless, at least for the 
present ; and the Kent Islanders made a merit of 
necessity, and submitted though with little show 
of good will, to the government imposed on them 
by Governor Calvert. Some few, however, made 
a more marked display of their reluctance to come 
under the Maryland rule, than was pleasing to 
the Governor; and the most prominent of these, 
Thomas Smith and John Boteler, were carried away 
by him when he departed from the Island and kept 
in custody at St. Mary's, until security for their 
peaceable demeanor was entered into by Richard 
Thompson, one of their friends. 
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On the 30th of December, 1637, a new com- 
mission was issued at St. Mary's, addressed by 
" Leonard Calvert, Governor of Maryland, to his 
good friend Captain George Evelin, of the Isle 
commonly called Kent," declaring his willingness 
to provide for the good government of that Island, 
" being of right a member of the province," and 
on account of his especial confidence in the trust, 
wisdom and well approved experience of Evelin, 
appointing him commander of the Island and its 
inhabitants. Power was likewise given him to 
select six or more able and sufficient men from 
the inhabitants of the Island, to act as council, 
and to hold courts, and try cases, involving dam- 
ages or demands not exceeding ten pounds ster- 
ling, and to determine such matters and offences, 
as might be done by a justice of the peace in 
England, not extending to life or member ; to 
use such jurisdiction as belonged to a justice of 
the peace in England, for the preservation of the 
peace within the Island, and to appoint such neces- 
sary officers, and allow such fees, as were allowed 
for similar offices in Virginia What persons were 
selected by the commander to form his council and 
act as judges of the court, we do not know. John 
Langford, probably a new comer from St. Mary's, 
was made high constable, sheriff and coroner of 
the Island, and not long after, (February 9th, 
1638,) Thomas Philpott, William Coxe and Thomas 
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Allen, old residents, were commissioned to act as 
justices of the peace, and were probably of the 
council. 

Scarcely was the new government established, 
and the guns of the detachment from St. Mary's 
withdrawn, when the unfortunate inhabitants were 
exposed to a new annoyance. The batteries of the 
law were opened upon them, and a large num- 
ber were assailed bv warrants of arrest for debt 
to Clobery & Company, or for the possession and 
detention of cattle which belonged to them. On 
the ^ame day on which Evelin's commission was 
drawn, orders were also directed to him, as com- 
mander of the Island, to procure the arrest 
of Matthew Prior, John Glantham, Robert Lake, 
John Russell, Nicholas PoUentine, William Tabor, 
John Pinwill, Thomas Smith, Samuel Smith, John 
Abbot and Richard Thompson, to answer the suit 
of Clobery & Company of London, in an action of 
account, before a court to be held at St. Mary's, 
on the third of February following. Six of these 
persons at least, were Claiborne's own servants, 
hired by him in Virginia, and left on a planta- 
tation called Craford, belonging to him on the 
Island, when he departed for England, and in 
no way responsible to Clobery & Company; yet 
either for the purpose of gratifying Evelin's ill 
will towards Claiborne, or possibly with a view 
of hampering them with civil processes, so that 



31 



they might be kept quiet, these suits were insti- 
tuted. The same may be said of the other parties, 
who were known to be devoted to the interests of 
Claiborne, and far from satisfied with the new state 
of things on the Island. Warrants were also issued 
for the seizure of about sixtv head of cattle, in the 
possession of William Coxe, Mrs. Cartwright, (Ger- 
trude,) James, Robert Philpott and William Bliz- 
ard, which were claimed as the property of Clobery 
& Company, but most of which, it was generally 
known, were the private pro^Derty of Claiborne, 
having been brought on the Island ft'om Vir- 
ginia, at the commencement of the settlement, 
and hired out, at a moderate charge per annum, 
to such of the inhabitants as could aflford the 
luxury of milk. The people of Kent may have 
well thought of the old adage, "it never rains 
but it pours;" for, as if to form a climax to this 
series of strange warrants, a warrant was last of 
all directed to Evelin, to cause to be attached the 
persons of John Butler, (Boteler,) Thomas Smith 
and Edward Beckler, to hold them without bail 
or mainprise, and to have them with all conve- 
nient speed before the Governor at St. Mary's, to 
answer for the several crimes of sedition, piracy 
and murder, with which they were charged. With 
all this business upon his hands, the commander 
must have had them full ; but it is quite likely that 
the tenor of the commands from St. Mary's, were 
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in harmony with his desires, if they did not spring 
from his suggestion ; and there was no want of 
alacrity in attempting to carry out the orders pur- 
porting to emanate from his superior. , 

Having let loose the hounds of justice upon so 
many of the inhabitants of Kent who were likely to 
prove troublesome,. Governor Calvert now thought 
he could venture to summon an Assembly, to meet 
on the 25th of January, according to instructions 
received some time before, from the Proprietor in 
England, and directed his writ of summons for 
the attendance of the freemen, or their assemblage 
for the election of burgesses to represent them, as 
well to Kent Island as to the diflferent Hundreds 
comprising the county of St. Mary's. In his war- 
rant, directed to Evelin, he in the first place sum- 
mons him to attend in person on the coming 25th 
of January, to advise and consult on the affairs of 
the province, and then directs him to assemble all 
the freemen within his jurisdiction, and announce 
to them the Governor's intention to hold an Assem- 
bly ; to endeavor to persuade such and so many of the 
freemen as he should think fit^ to be present in per- 
son ; and to give all the rest liberty to be present, 
or to elect such persons as the majority might 
please, to attend as deputies or burgesses in their 
stead. 

In compliance with the Governor's warrant, 
Evelin assembled the people, and as, from their 
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isolated position, it would not be possible for all the 
freemen to be present, even were they so disposed, 
those present at the meeting proceeded to elect 
three burgesses to represent them in the approach- 
ing Assembly ; viz. : Robert Philpott, one of the 
commander's council, Thos. Bradnox and Edward 
Beckler. How many united in this act of virtual 
recognition of Governor Calvert's jurisdiction, we 
do not know; but it is by no means probable, 
considering the state of feeling, known to have 
existed on the Island, that it was a unanimous 
expression of the sentiments of the people. How- 
ever, the act of recognition had been performed ; 
and, whether by many or few, the Maryland gov- 
ernment cared but little, so long as that positive 
advantage had been gained. 

On the day appointed, the Assembly met at St. 
Mary's. Its particular proceedings are elsewhere 
detailed ; and are now referred to, only so far as 
they are connected with our present topic. The 
only persons from Kent Island who were present 
on the first day of the session, were "George* 
Evelin, commander, and Robert Philpott, one of 
the council of the Isle of Kent." The former was 
present, by virtue of a special summons from the 
Governor ; and the latter, most probably, stood on 
the same footing; as, although chosen a burgess 

* In the original record, by a manifest clerical error, his name was entered Robert 
instead of George. 
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iot Kent, he is not styled so in the record, and his 
name stands among those of members of the coun- 
cil of the colony and other " gentlemen," who, as 
distinguished from "planters," headed the list of 
the members. It is not improbable that he also 
had received a special summons, and preferred to 
take his seat in that capacity, rather than as a 
burgess. Why Thomas Bradnox, another of the 
burgesses chosen by the people of Kent, was not 
present, we cannot say. We may surmise that the 
cause of his absence, was in some way connected 
with disturbances that about that time took place 
on the Island, in which he may have been com- 
promised. For Edward Beckler's non-appearance, 
there may be a sufficient reason in the fact, that he 
was one of those for whose arrest a warrant had 
been issued by the Governor, on the charge of 
sedition, piracy or murder, and probably felt 
some hesitation about placing his person at the 
control of his accusers, since the English a3gis, 
of '' the privilege of parliament," would hardly, 
in such case, shield him from arrest. 

On the second day of the session, " came John 
Langford, of the Isle of Kent, gentleman, who had 
given a voice in the choice of Robert Philpott, 
gentleman, to be one of the burgesses for the free- 
men of that Island, and desired to revoke his voice, 
and to be personally put in the Assembly, and was 
admitted." On the next day, the body of laws sent 
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over by the Proprietary were rejected^ by a decided 
majority ; and the question was raised by what 
laws the province was to be governed. Some of 
the members proposed to enact laws for their guid- 
ance, until they could hear from England ; but the 
Governor denied that any such power was vested 
in the House. Captain Cornwaleys proposed the 
laws of England, which the Governor conceded 
might be done, in all civil, and criminal cases, 
not imperiling life or limb ; biit'in cases involving 
capital punishment, he was restricted, by his com- 
mission to the laws of the province ; so that, as 
matters stood, no punishment could be inflicted 
on ''enormous offenders." This difficulty was at 
length settled for the time, by the suggestion that 
*' enormous offences could hardly be committed 
without mutiny, and they might then be punished 
by martial law." 

The House then decided to appoint a committee 
of five, to draught a body of laws to be sent to 
Lord Proprietary, and it is but proper to mention 
that Captain Evelin seems to have stood high in 
the estimation of the members, since he was placed 
on this important committee, and commanded the 
highest vote of any member upon it, excepting the 
popular and independent Cornwaleys. An adjourn- 
ment was at first intended, but, as the court was to 
be held on the 3d of February, and it was neces- 
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sary that the privilege of parliament should be 
void at that time, a dissolution, instead of an 
adjournment, was agreed upon. 

On the 8th of February, the members again 
came together, but the attendance was small, com- 
pared with the opening of the session. Captain 
Evelin, as one of the committee on the laws, was 
in his place. They reported that they had fulfilled 
the duty assigned them ; but as the freemen seemed 
not to have well understood his Lordship's proposed 
code, they had thought it best to have them read, 
and put to the vote a second time. This was agreed 
to, and done, but after them, twenty bills proposed 
by the committee, were likewise read. The ques- 
tion now recurring upon the third reading of his 
Lordship's laws. Captain Cornwaleys started the 
inquiry, whether they were to be voted upon sepa- 
rately, or as a whole. Leonard Calvert strove in 
vain to have them adopted in a body ; the House 
decided to take up each enactment by itself. This 
neither suited his views, nor very probably, was it 
conformable to the requirements of the Lord Pro- 
prietary, who, when he sent over a body of laws to 
the Assembly, seems to have gone on the principle 
of requiring an absolute assent, without the altera- 
tion of a line or a word in the enactments. '' The 
whole or none," was his motto on this point. 

The Governor, who had hoped that his brother's 
code would, on the second trial be adopted, strove 
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to avoid the diflSculty, by proposing to adjourn the 
House, till the laws, to be propounded to the Pro- 
prietary were made ready ; and after some sharp 
discussion, a committee of three, was, on motion of 
Captain Cornwaleys, appointed by the House, to 
take charge of that business. On this committee, 
also. Captain Evelin was appointed, with Captain 
Cornwaleys and Governor Calvert. The Governor 
then adjourned the House till the 26th of Feb- 
ruary. 

The day after the adjournment, Robert Philpott, 
William Coxe and Thomas Allen, were made jus- 
tices of the peace for Kent Island, and John Lang- 
ford received a commission as sheriff and coroner. 
The first warrant placed in his hands, was one of 
the same date with his commission, directing him 
to attach the bodies of Richard Thompson, John 
Abbot and Samuel Smith, and them to keep, until 
they put in security to appear at the court to be 
held at St. Mary's on the 1st of May ensuing, to 
answer to the suit of William Clobery & Company, 
of London, in an action of debt for ten thousand 
pounds of tobacco ; of which were claimed to be 
due from Thompson, four thousand, and from 
Abbot and Smith, each three thousand pounds. 

The inhabitants of Kent Island, had before this 
time got a surfeit of warrants, and were determined 
no longer to submit to arrests which were in their 
opinion oppressive and unjust, based as they for 
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the most part were, on charges mainly factitious, 
and having no foundation in justice or in right. 
When, therefore, the warrants came for the arrest 
of Boteler, Beckler and Smith, on the charges of 
sedition, piracy and murder, growing out of the 
disputes and collisions that had occurred three 
years before, when they were under the govern- 
ment of Virginia, and for the arrest of so many 
of Claiborne's servants and friends on actions for 
debt to his partners, and for the seizure of so many 
cattle as belonging to Clobery & Company, which 
were known to be his private property, they could 
contain their indignation no longer, and burst out 
in open rebellion. The oflScers of the law were set 
at defiance, the prisoners in their hands, who had 
been arrested on the various warrants were rescued, 
and a determination was manifested, no longer to 
submit to a rule so odious and unjust. 

News of this outbreak was brought to St. Mary's, 
and Governor Calvert determined to make use of 
the affair to chastise the delinquents, and to set the 
more violent such an example as would operate as 
an effectual warning for the future. On the 12th 
of February, at the opening of the County Court, 
a grand jury was empaneled, by which, after hear- 
ing the evidence of Captain Cornwaleys and others, 
two bills of indictment were found ; one against 
those who, in the collision in the Pocomoke river, 
on the 23d of April, 1635, caused the death of 
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William Ashmore, of St Mary's, and against 
William Claiborne, as the instigator and abettor 
of those parties ; and another, against Thomas 
Smith, Philip Taylor, Thomas Duffil and Richard 
Hancock, for piracy, on account of some opposi- 
tion oflFered to Captain Cornwaleys in the Great 
Wicomoco river, on the 10th of May in the same 
year. 

This preparatory step having been taken, a 
meeting of the Governor and Council was held, 
at which, after taking into consideration " the 
many piracies, insolences, mutinies and contempts 
towards. the government, formerly committed by 
divers of the inhabitants of Kent Island," and 
the recent acts of violence, in rescuing malefac- 
tors and arrested debtors from the hands of the 
officers, the rebellious attitude of many of the in- 
habitants, and alleged combinations by them with 
the Susquehanocks and other Indians against the 
people of Maryland, it was decided that the Gov- 
ernor should sail for Kent Island, taking with him 
a sufficient force, and reduce the inhabitants to sub- 
mission, using martial law for the punishment of 
seditious offenders, even to the extent of death to 
those who, after proclamation made, would not sub- 
mit themselves to a due course of justice. Captain 
Cornwaleys was likewise ordered to take the com- 
mand of the forces raised, under the direction of 
the Governor. 
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With this force, numbering about fifty men, 
Calvert landed on Kent Island, and- soon reduced 
the people to entire submission. Of those named 
in the former warrant of arrest for capital crimes, 
Boteler succeeded in making his peace with the 
Governor, as did Beckler for the time being, 
though he was afterwards executed. Thos. Smith 
was not so fortunate. He was detained a prisoner, 
and carried with the expedition when it returned 
to St. Mary's, to stand his trial, on the bill found 
by the grand jury just before the Governor had 
made his arrangements for the reduction of the 
Island. 

Before leaving, he had authorised Secretary 
Lewger, in case he should not return in season, 
to hold the Assembly which had been adjourned 
to the 26th; but the Secretary on that day ad- 
journed the House to the 6th of March; and 
again to the 12th. By the latter day, the Gov- 
ernor had returned from Kent, and the session 
was resumed. The next day, fourteen laws, in 
addition to the twenty formerly draughted by 
the committee, (which had been read the day 
before,) were read for the first time. On the 
third day, (March 14th,) three other bills were 
read for the first time; one of which, after recit- 
ing the various offences committed by William 
Claiborne, against the peace of the province and 
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the dignity and dominion of the Lord Proprietary, 
among which was the instigation of acts of piracy 
and murder as found by the grand jury, pro- 
nounces him attainted, and declares forfeited to 
the Lord Proprietary, all the goods of which he 
was possessed within the province, in April, 1635, 
as well as all belonging to him at the time of the 
attainder. 

In the afternoon of the same day, Claiborne's 
follower and friend, was summoned to the bar of 
the House, and on the indictment found by the 
grand jury on the 12th of February, arraigned 
for piracy; and after a strange trial, found guilty 
and sentenced to die the death of a felon. Two 
days after this condemnation of his old associate, 
'' Richard Thompson, of Kent Island, claimed a 
voice in the Assembly, and was admitted." The 
bill for the attainder of William Claiborne, was 
read a second time. On the very last day of the 
session, (March 24th,) appeared and took their 
seats, "Henry Crawly, of the Isle of Kent, and 
Thomas Bradnox and Edward Beckler, burgesses, 
of the same Isle." Why they were so tardy in 
their attendance ; and whether they had courage to 
raise their voices in vindication of the character 
of Claiborne, or in depreciation of the harsh pro- 
ceedings against their friend and neighbor, Thomas 
Smith, we do not know ; we are only certain that 
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they arrived in time to hear their former leader 
attainted and branded as a pirate and a murderer, 
and, if the penalty of the law had not already been 
injflicted, to see their old associate, ignominiously 
end his days upon the gallows. 

With these tragic incidents are nearly concluded 
our notices of " The First Commander of Kent 
Island." He seemed to have visited it only to 
sow discord, to impoverish the people, to waste 
and neglect the property of his principals, to blast 
the prospects of one who had often befriended and 
never injured him; and though he appeared on the 
Island as the agent of Olobery & Company, and the 
advocate of Claiborne's rights, no sooner did he 
obtain the control of affairs, than he neglected the 
interests of the one and slandered the other, and 
never rested until, — while promoting his own inter- 
ests and increasing his own possessions, — he had 
succeeded in placing Kent Island and all the prop- 
erty of its people in the hands of the Marylanders, 
and aided in fixing a legal stigma on the name of 
Claiborne, pursuing, even to blood, the most faith- 
ful of his friends. 

But little more is known to us of his career. 
Having placed Kent Island in the hands of Gov- 
ernor Calvert, his mission in Maryland appears to 
have ended. His name frequently appears on the 
records during the month after the close of the 
session in which he acted so prominent a part, in 
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connection with assignments of the wages of ser- 
vants, most if not all of whom, were those he had 
removed from Kent Island, and other transactions 
indicating a settlement of his affairs, preparatory 
to his departure from the province. 

On the 22d of April, 1638, he ceased to be 
Commander of Kent Island, by the appointment 
of William Brainthwaite, a kinsman of the Pro- 
prietary, to that office. 

The last entries on the records to which his 
name appears attached, are of the date of May 
30th, 1638; soon after which, he probably went 
to England. In one of these entries he acknow- 
ledges himself to owe his brother, Lieut. Robert 
Evelin, fourteen hundred pounds of tobacco and 
fifty-two pounds of beaver, for so much received 
of him upon the account of William Clobery & 
Company; and, for his security, assigns to him 
all the right, title and interest of said Clobery & 
Company, in the service of Andrew Baker, Thos. 
Baker and John Hatch, and all the profits and use 
of said servants, until the debt shall be satisfied. 
In the other entry, he acknowledges himself to owe 
''to his dear brother, Robert Evelin," one hun- 
dred weight of beaver on his own account, and for 
security, assigns to him all his title to, and interest 
in a plantation, in his Manor of Evelington, called 
Piny Point, containing about three hundred acres ; 
and another plantation of about fifty acres, bought 
7 



44 



of John Richardson, to enjoy the possession and 
profits of the same, until the debt is fully dis- 
charged. These are signed in a strong, bold hand : 

GEORGE EVELIN. 



NoTR. — The materia] facts contained in the preceding paper, are drawn from 
a number of depositions taken in Virginia, in May, 1640, in a case of Claiborne 
V8, Clobery A Company, and obtained by me from the State Paper 0£See, Lon- 
don. One of these depositions states, that, after he had accomplished the ren- 
dition of the Isle of Kent, Evelin depdrted for London, where if the deposition 
is to be relied on, he "sold to one Owen Phillips, the servants John Hatch, 
Andrew Baker and Thomas Baker, for thirty pounds sterling; but the said 
Phillips never had but one of the said servants, which he recovered in court 
in Maryland ; for the said Evelin had formerly made them over to Mr. Lew- 
ger. Secretary of Maryland.'' Such a procedure would have been by no means 
out of keeping with his course in Maryland. 

Robert Evelin, his brother, remained in Maryland, after his brother's de- 
parture. Plantagenet's New Albion, published in 1648, contains references 
to him, and a letter from him, which, though without date, I conclude must 
have been written about the year 1640. In it his uncle Young is referred to, 
and he mentions having been for several years, a trader on the Delaware, but 
he says nothing of Maryland. Near the close of his letter, he speaks of being 
about to leave for Virginia in a few weeks. His name does not occur, in anj 
account of early Virginia history, that I have seen. If his letter was written 
about 1637, as is possible, his mention of his departure for Virginia may have 
had reference to the visit, which, about that time he made to Maryland. He 
is said to have died in the West Indies. 
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